
I’m thrilled for you to be reading our very first newsletter! As I’ve reflected on the past year for Richie’s Spirit Foundation, 
I wanted to find a better way to share information with you. Inside, you’ll find updates on our programs and grants, 
important facts about organ donation, and a return envelope to submit a tax-deductible donation. 

What’s amazing about my younger brother, Richie, is that seven years after his death, he is more popular than ever! 
With your support, we’ve been able to achieve amazing things with our foundation’s work to continue to keep Richie’s 
spirit alive and to promote organ donation. This past year, we’ve had successful events in New York City, Dallas, Austin, 
and Houston, where we sponsored the Transplant Games of America. We increased our annual scholarship grants to 
$3,500 and expanded our Transplant Assistance Program to include one additional hospital and award $3,000 in grants 
to families with a child who is awaiting or just received a transplant. In Richie’s memory, we are proud to help others like 
him who are currently enduring the organ donation journey.

I’m proud to be able to carry on Richie’s legacy and positively impact the lives of many people affected by organ 
donation. As we remember Richie, thank you for helping to keep his memory alive seven years after his death.  
Enjoy reading about the remarkable work RSF has done this past year, and our plans to grow in 2015. Thank you for 
making this important work possible. As the year comes to a close, please consider making a tax-deductible donation. 
Together, we can keep Richie’s memory alive for years to come. 
 
         Passing the spirit, 

                Jordan Herskowitz
                Executive Director
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Thanks to the generous contributions of donors across the country, 

Richie’s Spirit Foundation hired its first employee in March 2014 

to facilitate the growth of the organization. Meghan Wood 

serves as Foundation Coordinator, a part-time role in which  

she oversees day-to-day operations, enhances our fundraising 

efforts and creatively expands our programming. She  

joins us with over five years of experience in nonprofit  

fundraising and holds a Master’s Degree in Public 

Administration from Pace University.

In her short time with the Foundation, Meghan has 

helped to nearly double our fundraising capacity 

and has already ensured its sustainability for 

the foreseeable future. Please join us in 

welcoming Meghan to the RSF Team!

dear friends,

The mission of Richie’s Spirit Foundation is to promote organ donation to people of all ages through  
education awareness programs, grants to honor Richie’s memory, and inspiring others to live with a positive spirit.

Welcoming Our First Employee
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Richie’s Spirit Foundation awarded a record $3,500 
in college scholarships to three high school seniors 
who demonstrate leadership, character, and 
initiative in school and community affairs.  
The winners were selected from a pool of more than 
1,000 applicants from across the country.

Kinsey Morrison 
First Place
Kinsey Morrison of Louisville, 
Kentucky was awarded 
a $2,000 scholarship in 
recognition of her arduous 
battle with blood cancer 
and her relentless efforts to 
fundraise for others in need. 
Kinsey is enjoying her first 
year at Stanford University.

Kylie Tumiattti 
Runner Up
Kylie Tumiatti of 
Melbourne, Florida 
was awarded a $1,000 
scholarship. Kylie, now a 
freshman at Seton Hall 
University, explained 
the critical medical care 
she received after being 
adopted and brought to 

America and how she created a literary project to 
benefit with migrant worker children.

Rhiannon Moore – Honorable Mention
Rhiannon Moore of South Pasadena, California 
was awarded a $500 scholarship. Upon being 
diagnosed with an autoimmune disease, she  
found the endurance to live and raise money for 
medical research. Rhiannon is now a student at 
Pomona College.

Richie’s Spirit Foundation awarded $3,000 to 
families with a child awaiting a transplant in two 
hospitals around the country: St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital and Texas Children’s Hospital. A panel of 
healthcare professionals, a transplant recipient, and 

a donor recipient parent reviewed the applications. 
Grants, awarded in the form of gift cards for travel 
and food, help to off-set the financial burden of 
non-medical expenses. 

Millions of people across the world are affected by 
organ donation. Richie’s Heroes Program recognizes 
members of the community for their life-changing 
roles in organ donation.  
Whether they are an inspirational 
organ recipient, donor family, 
or medical professional, this 
program recognizes their 
achievements and positive spirit. 

October’s Hero of the Month
19 year old Jacob is an avid surfer who currently 
awaits a second heart transplant. As his body fights 

rejection, Jacob continues to 
keep a positive perspective and 
is enjoying life one day at a time. 
To learn more about Jacob or to 
nominate a future hero, please 
visit www.richiesspirit.org.

Our Programs

TRANSPLANT ASSISTANCE GRANTS

INTRODUCING RICHIE’S HEROES

2014 SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

–Richie Herskowitz
   2/24/90–10/29/11

“You only live once.
Why miss the opportunity?” 
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Rockin’ Out for Richie
RSF hosted its first New York City event and raised more than $1,500. 
Cadence, NYC’s premier a cappella group, put together a powerful and 
touching performance in Richie’s honor.

Transplant Games of America
RSF was a proud sponsor of the 2014 Games in Houston, TX.  
More than 3,000 athletes, both transplant recipients and donors, 
competed in the Olympics-style event, including RSF board member, 
Anna Modlin. She took home 6 medals (4 gold, 1 silver, and  
1 bronze). Congratulations, Anna! 

A Game to Remember Richie
The Plano Senior High School boys’ basketball team hosted a game 
in memory of Richie on November 29, 2014. Former friends and 
teammates cheered on the team and gathered for a post-event reception.

Richie’s Spirit Foundation received a $10,000 grant 
from the Joyful Blessings Foundation in June 2014. 
This is follow-up funding from a previous grant of 
the same amount made in 2013. David Thompson, 
a board member at the Foundation, was a friend 
of Richie’s in high school and recommended RSF to 
receive this generous gift. We are very grateful for this 
remarkable contribution!

Anabel Stenzel, a double-lung transplant recipient 
and RSF supporter, passed away in September 2013. 
RSF is proud to support the Anabel Stenzel Memorial 
Fund at the University of California in San Francisco 
with a $1,000 grant. Led by Dr. Katherine Van Loon, 
UCSF will spend the next several years researching 
the GI cancer that affected Anabel to help organ 
donor recipients avoid and/or combat this illness 
more successfully. 

Educational Awareness 
     & Fundraising Events

Our Financials

Other Happenings

thank you 
for your 
support!

The Foundation’s expenses were just over $16,000 
in 2013. 79 cents of every dollar raised was directed 
towards program expenses, including the distribution of 
grants for the Significant Challenge College Scholarship 
Program and the Transplant Assistance Fund.

Nearly half of the more than $20,000 raised in 2013 
was generated from a grant from a private foundation. 
Our annual appeal raised over $7,500. Richie’s Spirit 
Foundation also received over $2,000 in general 
funding from individual donors.

Third Annual Hoopin’ It Up for Richie
Hosted on Sunday, April 27, 2014, by The 
University of Texas, Austin’s AEPi Fraternity, the 
annual event welcomed over 20 teams and 
raised more than $2,000.
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Richie’s Spirit Foundation is a 501c3 nonprofit 
organization. All contributions are fully tax  

deductible as allowed by law. 

Checks made payable to Richie’s Spirit Foundation 
can be mailed to the address above. Donations are 
also accepted online at www.richiesspirit.org

PO Box 390
New York, NY 10276

info@richiesspirit.org

Becoming an  
organ donor is 

easy!

richiesspirit.org/organ-donor
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