
Richie’s Spirit Foundation Announces Scholarship Winner 
Richie’s Spirit Foundation is proud to announce Megan Zahneis of Lakota West High School in West Chester, Ohio, as the 
first place winner of the seventh annual Richie’s Spirit Foundation Significant Challenge College Scholarship. The $2,000 
prize will go towards Ms. Zahneis’s studies at Miami University this fall.

Ms. Zahneis was born with a rare neurological condition that renders her unable to feel touch, pain, and temperature. 
Growing up, she endured many surgeries and hospitalizations. Still, she kept a positive attitude amidst her challenging 
health conditions.

Ms. Zahneis began public speaking in order to encourage others to be more accepting of people with disabilities. In ad-
dition her motivational speeches, Ms. Zahneis has spread awareness about her condition through writing, serving on 
forums, and fundraising.

In high school, Ms. Zahneis was active with National Honor Society and the yearbook staff, serving as co-editor-in-chief 
and photographer. Her philanthropic efforts are vast, one of which includes volunteering with the Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital. 

Ms. Zahneis is committed to overcoming challenges because “that feeling – of helping a fellow human, of brightening a 
day, of making a real and perceptible difference in [her] own little corner of the universe – is what [she lives] for.”

The scholarship, named after Richie Herskowitz, the youngest Cystic Fibrosis patient to receive a double-lung transplant, 
is awarded to graduating high school seniors who demonstrate leadership, character, initiative in school and community 
affairs and merits academic achievement. A diverse panel of judges from around the country selected Megan Zahneis as 
the first place winner from over 1,000 applicants. 

To learn more about Richie’s Spirit Foundation and its work to promote organ donate to people of all ages, please visit 
www.richiesspirit.org. 
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